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Wishing you a Blessed
and Joyous Christmas!
Isaiah 9:6
For unto us a child is born, unto us a
son is given: and the government shall
be upon his shoulder: and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,
The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace.

Order of Worship
Call to Worship

Elder Mah Chin Kwang

Gethsemane Church Choir (Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne)
*Hymn 164: O Come, All Ye Faithful
*Invocation
Gethsemane Youth Choir (O Little Town of Bethlehem)
* Scripture Reading in Unison

Matthew 2

Hymn 157: Hark! the Herald Angels Sing
Announcements
Gethsemane Children’s Choir
Receiving of New Members
*Pastoral Prayer
Sermon

Pastor Prabhudas Koshy
“Bethlehem—II”
Micah 5:2

*Hymn 172: O Little Town of Bethlehem
*Benediction & Threefold Amen
* Congregation Standing

LORD’S DAY WORSHIP
TODAY, 20 DECEMBER 2020
8.30am

D ut y Ros te r

9.00am

Worship Leader:
Preacher:
Ushers/Greeters:

NEXT LORD’S DAY, 27 DECEMBER 2020
Worship Leader: Pastor Prabhudas Koshy
Preacher: Pastor Prabhudas Koshy
Ushers/Greeters: Benjamin Quek, Edwin Quek,
Stephen Yap, Benny Skariah

Pastor Prabhudas Koshy
Pastor Prabhudas Koshy
Lijoy George, Amoz Choy,
Ricky Yang, Samuel Yong

Chinese Worship Service is held at Gethsemane Media Centre, 33 Ubi Crescent. (Preacher: Pr Daniel Lim)

11.00am

Worship Leader:
Preacher:
Ushers/Greeters:

Elder Mah Chin Kwang
Pastor Prabhudas Koshy
Marcus Chui, Jordy Kay,
Edward Wong, Eunice Wong

Worship Leader: Dn Low Boon Siang
Preacher: Pastor Prabhudas Koshy
Ushers/Greeters: Randy Laurencio, Ng Kwan Teng,
David Ng, Lee Kim Lei

2.00pm

Worship Leader:
Preacher:
Ushers/Greeters:

Elder Francis Lee
Pastor Prabhudas Koshy
Julius Del Rosario, Gerry Lee,
Hendrick Foo, Andy Lee

Worship Leader: Pr Jeremiah Sim
Preacher: Pastor Prabhudas Koshy
Ushers/Greeters: Dn Lok Kwok Wah, Arvind Pawa,
Violet Quek, Diana Chan

6.00pm (Evening
Teaching Service
@ GMC)

Worship Leader:
Preacher:
Ushers/Greeters:

Pastor Prabhudas Koshy
Pastor Prabhudas Koshy
Dn Lok Kwok Wah, Cornelius Koshy

Worship Leader: Pastor Prabhudas Koshy
Preacher: Pastor Prabhudas Koshy
Ushers/Greeters: Jeffrey Setiawan, Juffrey Balicao

BIBLE WITNESS MEDIA
MINISTRY PRODUCTIONS
Preorder “My Soul’s Delight” Vol.
2 & 3 and “365 Daily Exhortations
from God’s Word” in Chinese Now!
Preorder at biblewitness.com/shop

OUR ONLINE RESOURCES
•
•
•
•

For Christian literature, please visit biblewitness.com/magazine to find past
issues of our BW Magazine.
For 24/7 fundamental Christian music, please visit Bible Witness Web Radio at
biblewitness.com/webradio/radio-player/
For our sermons, you may visit our church’s YouTube channel at
youtube.com/user/gethsemanebpc/ or gbi-online.com
Finally, you may also follow our church’s Facebook page at
facebook.com/Gethsemane.BP.Church/ to stay updated with any urgent
announcements from our church leaders.
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20 December 2020

Our Calling as a Church
Prabhudas Koshy
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in
every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both
theirs and ours” (1 Corinthians 1:2; cf. Romans 1:7).
Only when members of the church are aware of their call
of God and passionately pursue that calling will the church be
able to fulfil its calling. Members’ understanding and obedient
response to the call of God are paramount to the church’s
faithful and effective functioning for the glory of God.

The church is called to belong to God:

The biblical depiction, “church of God” (1 Cor. 1:2; cf. Acts
20:28; 1 Cor. 10:32; 11:22; 15:9; 2 Cor. 1:1; Gal. 1:13; and
1 Tim. 3:5), denotes that every local church – like those in
Corinth, Ephesus and Galatia – belongs to God. God owns the
church, having purchased it for Himself with the blood of His
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. Acts 20:28). He has given the
Headship of the church to His Son, Jesus Christ, who has given
His life for her redemption for God’s glory. Paul wrote about
the church in Rome that they were “the called of Jesus Christ”
(Romans 1:6). So, no one should ever lord over the church,
but Christ. It is not an institution or organisation that should
be controlled and directed by human ideologies and fancies
which are contrary to God’s revealed purposes in His Word.
The church belongs to the LORD God, hence it is referred to
as “the house of God” in 1 Timothy 3:15.

It is important that present and new members of
the church understand our individual and collective calling
from God for our existence and functioning as a faithful and
fruitful church of the Lord Jesus Christ. So, I urge you to
consider and pursue the following biblical truths concerning
our calling as a church.

Church: God’s ‘Called-Out’ People

Church is a group of people whom God has called and
assembled as His people through Jesus Christ. This truth is
expressed in Paul’s first epistle to the church in Corinth –
“Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are
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Pa s tor a l Exhor t a t ion

We have the great pleasure of receiving new members
(including infants), 28 in all, to the congregation of
Gethsemane B-P Church. In a time when many of our
traditional evangelistic and ministerial avenues were
hindered due to the COVID-19 lockdown, the Lord had mercy
to use our continual efforts to preach the Word, through
online ministries and small gatherings and visitations, to keep
the “Gospel door” open. Unexpected opportunities which the
Lord’s good providence has opened before us, helped to bring
about an increase in attendance with regard to our ministries.
Truly, “we know that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called according to
his purpose” (Romans 8:28).

Pa s tor a l Exhor t a t ion

The church is called to be
an assembly of saints:

we must separate ourselves from sin and falsehood. Scripture
reminds us again in 1 Thessalonians 4:7 – “For God hath not
called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.” The Lord has
“saved us, and called us with an holy calling” (2 Timothy 1:9).
So, let us walk in holiness, in obedience to the calling we have
received from the Lord.

The church (in Greek, ekklesia – “the called out ones”) is
formed by those whom God has called out of the darkness
of sin and the world, to be an assembly of holy people. That
is why Paul explicitly speaks of the members of the church
that they “are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints”
(1 Corinthians 1:2b; cf. Roman 1:7). The word “sanctified”
(hagiazo) means “to be separated from profane things and
be dedicated to God for His use”. It is in Christ that we are
sanctified from sin unto God. Christ cleanses us from our sins
by His blood and imputes His righteousness to us, that we
may be separated from sin unto God for His service. Scripture
says, “we are sanctified through the offering of the body of
Jesus Christ once for all” (Hebrews 10:10). In Ephesians 5:2526, Paul said, “Christ also loved the church, and gave himself
for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing
of water by the word.”

The church is also called
unto His fellowship:

As much as the church of God is called to be saints, it is also
“called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord” (1
Corinthians 1:9). Likewise, the apostle John wrote: “truly our
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ” (1
John 1:3). Our fellowship (or partnership) with Christ, the Son
of God, must determine every fellowship we have with people
or organisations. Our fellowship within the church must also
be based upon Christ. In other words, we should not enter into
a relationship or fellowship that would dishonour or hinder
our fellowship with the Son of God. John warned us: “If we
say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness,
we lie, and do not the truth” (1 John 1:6). Paul also reminded
us in Ephesians 5:10-11, “Proving what is acceptable unto
the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness, but rather reprove them.” Every church member
ought to examine himself to see whether his fellowship with
Christ is growing more affectionate and profound, or whether
it is hindered by sins and worldly friendships and activities.

Paul also mentioned in 1 Corinthians 1:2 about the
congregation of Corinth that they were “called to be saints”.
Being sanctified or separated from sin, the members of
the church are “to be saints”. The calling of the church is
to function as a congregation of saints. The church and its
members are summoned by God to live a life of holiness in
this wicked world. No organisation or group of people on
earth is endowed with a holy calling, but the church and its
members. Any member of the church who lives in worldliness
and sin without genuine repentance defies God’s call and
corrupts His purpose for His church. So, let us cease from
every sin and live a holy life that pleases our blessed Master,
who loved us and gave His life for our sanctification. Nothing
weakens the church as much as the sin of its people. Thus,

The effectiveness of a church is very much dependent on
the strength of its members’ fellowship with Christ. If church
members abide in Christ, the church will be a fruitful one. The
stronger its relationship with Christ, the greater is the impact
of the church as a witness to the world!
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The church is called to
be one united people:

Lord, being a servant, is the Lord’s freeman: likewise also he
that is called, being free, is Christ’s servant. Ye are bought
with a price; be not ye the servants of men. Brethren, let
every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God” (1
Corinthians 7:17- 24). Even though Christians are all one in
Christ, each believer should remain in the same calling which
the Lord has providentially allotted to him. Jewish believers
should not try to become Gentiles (by erasing the physical
mark of the covenant), and Gentiles should not try to become
Jews (by being circumcised).
A Christian’s past religious, racial or social background and
his present vocation are of little consequence in his spiritual
relationship with Christ. If the vocational status of a Christian
can improve, well and good; if it does not, it is not a matter of
concern. What matters is that every Christian should realise
that he is Christ’s slave and needs to render obedience to Him.
Every vocation then becomes Christian service performed for
the Master (cf. Ephesians 6:5-8). A Christian can then live in
peace in his calling to whatever earthly vocation, and carry it
out as one responsible to God.

In 1 Corinthians 7:17-24, Paul dealt with members of
the church who were from different classes of society, and
taught them how they should live as Christians though God’s
providential appointments for them in society vary. He wrote:
“But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath
called every one, so let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches.
Is any man called being circumcised? let him not become
uncircumcised. Is any called in uncircumcision? let him not
be circumcised. Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision
is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God. Let
every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called.
Art thou called being a servant? care not for it: but if thou
mayest be made free, use it rather. For he that is called in the

In the church, members must hold one another in high
esteem (Philippians 2:3; cf. Romans 12:10). No church
can prosper if it is not united by mutual love and respect.
Selfishness and pride will ruin the church, but a sacrificial spirit
and humility will promote its unity and strength. So, may all
church members take heed of Paul’s advice in Ephesians 4:34, “Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called
in one hope of your calling.” Paul also reminded us, “And let
the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are
called in one body; and be ye thankful” (Colossians 3:15).
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Pa s tor a l Exhor t a t ion

In 1 Corinthians 1:24, we read: “But unto them which are
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and
the wisdom of God.” God has called both Jews and Greeks
alike, that they may have Christ as their power and wisdom.
In the church, everyone, regardless of ethnic or national
diversity, has the same spiritual inheritance. In Christ, every
man, whether Jew or Greek, is called to partake of the divine
provision of power and wisdom. All believers share in the
same spiritual inheritance. Therefore, there is no reason why
any true believer should feel that he is less privileged or more
privileged than others. We are all joint-heirs with Christ! In
Romans 8:17, Paul wrote: “And if children, then heirs; heirs of
God, and joint-heirs with Christ.” Let us therefore regard one
another in the church with mutual respect and love. Let us
not despise, but esteem one another, and thus keep our unity
in Christ for God’s glory.

Junior Worshipper's Page

Christ: The Incarnated God

J unior Wor s hippe r ’s Pa g e

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”
(John 1:14)
Here, God’s Word provides us with the great truth of the Incarnation of Christ, the Son of God, in a most
comprehensive manner.
The first words of this verse – “And the Word was made flesh” – declares that God took on humanity. God
becoming a Man is what is known as Incarnation. Earlier, in John 1:1, it has been stated that “the Word was God”.
(Now, “the Word” is a title that John used for Jesus Christ in his writings). Here in John 1:14, it is stated that the
Word, who was God, was made flesh. The word “flesh” here refers to man’s physical being. So, the phrase “the
Word was made flesh” declares to us that Jesus, who was fully God, took upon Himself full humanity.
What a wonder it is that to save us from our sins, God became a Man! God did become fully Man, yet
remained fully God. Jesus, who was born in Bethlehem, was fully God and fully Man. The Creator took on the
form of His creation. What great divine love did Christ manifest for us in humbling Himself to be like us, that
He may take our place to suffer God’s wrath against our sins and die.
The famous Christmas hymn, “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” (written by
Charles Wesley), captures well the wonder of the Incarnation:
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail th’ incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with men to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Prabhudas Koshy
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COLLECTIONS
LORD’S DAY on 13th December 2020
Tithes: 11,155.00
Offerings: 5,755.00
Designated Gifts: Cebu Building
Fund 100.00; 80.00; BWMM 50.00;
GLF 50.00; Philippines Missions
500.00; Cornelius Koshy 100.00;
50.00; 50.00; John Peh 120.00;
Pr Edsel 500.00; Pr Jeremiah Sim
100.00; Rev. Reggor 500.00
(7th–12th Dec 2020)
Tithes: 23,750.00
Offerings: 4,315.00
Designated Gifts: Cebu Building
Fund 3,000.00; 500.00; 500.00;
20.00; General Fund 1,000.00;
700.00; 600.00; Cornelius Koshy
1,000.00; 600.00; 200.00; Matthew
Peh 1,000.00; 25.00; Pastor Koshy
2,000.00; 800.00; Rev. Ephrem
200.00
Total Funds Collection
(as of 13th December 2020)
Cebu Building Fund: 278,367.50

Date: 20th December 2020 (today)
Infant Baptism:
Adalie Ku Lin En (daughter of Mr &
Mrs John Ku), Elijah Zhang Jing Chen
(son of Mr & Mrs John Zhang), Kate
Charlotte Mah Zi Xuan (daughter of
Mr & Mrs Matthew Mah), Chng Ming
Hui Naomi (daughter of Mr & Mrs
Calvin Chng)
Baptism: Christine Teo
Transfer of Membership: Abigail
Sarah George, Chee Wah Derick
Cheong, Lim Yuan, Tabitha Shan Ting
Cheong, Nathan Zhi Ping Cheong,
Chong Wing Keong, Cheong Lian Neo,
Jared Ryan Durnford, Jonathan Woo
Yuhao, Charlene Tan Cui Ting, Lim Ah
Sang, Loh Chow Lin, Vance Lim Wei
Yang, Raphael Ko Mingjie, Tan Eng
Huat, Chua Beng Yan, Teoh Mei Mei
Pearly, Tan Hui Min Steffi, Tan Kee
Soon Andreau, Tay Hui Min April
Reaffirmation of Faith:
Chong Shao Yi Asher, Wong Kei Wai,
Hadassah, Wong Kei Yern, Hannah
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COMBINED YAF-YF RETREAT
Topic: What should the Church
Leadership Be?
Speaker: Pastor Prabhudas Koshy
Date: 25th to 26th December 2020
Morning Devotions on the topic,
“Offering
Spiritual
Sacrifices”,
will be taught by Bro. Cornelius
Koshy.
Please
sign
up
at
https://forms.gle/Dp1JrdRfZJn3Pbhx8.
The YouTube Live streaming link will
be sent to all participants nearer the date.

ADULTS’ FELLOWSHIP
Topic: Book Study of 1 Thessalonians
Speaker: Pastor Prabhudas Koshy
Chairperson: Bro. Gerry Lee
Date & Time: Sat, 26 Dec 2020, 4.00pm
Venue: Gethsemane Media Centre
Sign up link is at:
doodle.com/poll/vvag4bi9px5kdbf6
(Availability of seats at GMC is on a ‘first
come, first served’ basis.)

GETHSEMANE DEFENDERS
MINISTRY SEMINAR
(VIA ZOOM)
Topic: Antibodies, Viruses and
Intelligent Design
Speaker: Dr Samuel Gan
Date & Time: Sat, 9 Jan 2021, 2pm–6pm

Announce me nt s

Non-Sunday Collections

RECEIVING OF
NEW MEMBERS

Our Weekly Meetings
Sunday English Worship Service I
8.30am @ SingPost L5 Auditorium

Announce me nt s

GETHSEMANE BIBLEPRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Tithes, offerings and love gifts
can be sent to the church account
using the QR code above or
via bank transfer (DBS Current
Account 025-011173-7).

FOR GIFTS TO
GETHESEMANE BIBLE
WITNESS LIMITED
Love gifts to GBWL can be sent
using the QR code below or
via bank transfer (DBS Current
Account 025-904568-2).

Sunday Chinese Worship Service
9.00am @ GMC
Sunday English Worship Service II
11.00am @ SingPost L5 Auditorium (YouTube Live)
Sunday English Worship Service III
2.00pm @ SingPost L5 Auditorium
Sunday Evening Teaching Service (GBI—Nehemiah)
6.00pm @ GMC (YouTube Live)
Campus Bible Studies (via Zoom)
NAFA-Lasalle: On break
SIT: On break
SUTD: Friday @ 2.00pm
Staff Prayer Meeting
Tuesday @ 10.15am
Tuesday Night Bible Study & Prayer Meeting
8.00pm @ SingPost L5 Auditorium (YouTube Live)
Seniors’ Ministry (via Zoom)
Thursday @ 11.00am (Please contact Pr Jeremiah Sim)
Malayalam Fellowship (via Zoom)
Thursday @ 8.00pm
Children’s Ministry Meetings (via Zoom)
Saturday @ 11.00am (younger children)
& 2.00pm (older children)
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Place of Worship:
Singapore Post Centre,
Level 5 Auditorium,
10 Eunos Road 8,
Singapore 408600
(next to Paya Lebar MRT Station)
Prayer Hotline:
8138 8139
SMS or WhatsApp
your prayer item
Our Office:
33 Ubi Crescent,
Singapore 408584
Tel.: 6741 1910
Our Websites:
gethsemanebpc.com
biblewitness.com
gbi-online.com
Our Pastor:
Pastor Prabhudas Koshy
Mobile: 9001 1119
Email: pastor.gbpc@gmail.com
Our Session:
Pastor Prabhudas Koshy
Elder Mah Chin Kwang
Elder Alan Choy
Elder Ng Poh Kok
Elder Francis Lee
Deacon Daniel Lim
Deacon Lok Kwok Wah
Deacon Kelvin Lim
Deacon Low Boon Siang

